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[ It is a real pleasure and great honor for me to receive International Maritime Prize for
2016 at this great Conference Hall where I spent my life for more than a quarter of a
century. It is a great honor for the Government of Japan and also for my wife and members
of my family in Japan.

I am grateful for Council members for their decision to bestow upon me the Prize of 2016
and I am gratetul for the Government of Japan who proposed me. I am also grateful for the
Secretary-General to have arranged today's Award Ceremony at the very busy opening day
of the Assembly.

Let me say a few words on this truly great occasion and moment in my life.

= (MO e HOMN  Hilg) =

IMO has a great history during the last 60 years of intensive work responding to the needs
of the international shipping with remarkable achievements. But who carried out the real
work of IMO? Who made real progress in the work of IMO?

They were not politicians, not diplomat but those numerous numbers of technical and
legal experts in the Governments, training institutions, maritime Administrations and the
Secretariat who believed in the objectives of this great Institution.

In other words, numerous technical and legal experts working in creation of better maritime
governance.

I am not different in this respect. I was not a politician, not a diplomat but I am still a
humble naval architect and a student of international law, a student of maritime governance.

Today I feel I receive this Prize, on behalf of and as a representative of all those countless

number of experts who supported IMO.
= (pig) =



International shipping will continue to change in responding to future challenges and I
believe strongly that IMO will continue to provide essential governance systems to
International shipping, because the technical experts who believe in the objectives and the
value of IMO will continue to come to IMO, providing their contribution to the work of
IMO aiming at a better maritime governance and the future of IMO is bright. ]
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i International Maritime Organization : NAV (2 ® NCSR) Sub-committee

il International Electrotechnical Commission TC80: Maritime navigation and
radiocommunication equipment and systems

iii International Organization for Standardization TC8 SC6: Navigation and ship

operations
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